
Notes from the Adult Bible Study  - Desoto Presbyterian Church, Dallas, TX

Isaiah said PREPARE
John said PREPARE 
Jesus said PREPARE
In this rotation we will be looking at how Christ fulfilled God’s plan for the world. Advent is 
traditionally a study of the prophecies of the Old Testament regarding the Coming of the 
Messiah. The children have just finished a study of John the Baptist, who was a prophet asking 
the people to prepare for the coming of the Messiah. Jesus’ birth is the filling out, the making 
flesh of all God promised in His covenant. We must be clear about what prophecy is; Prophecy is 
truth telling. God’s truth was true long ago, is true today, and will be true tomorrow. Prophecy is 
a prophet speaking the Word of God to remind us of our faith or to get our attention. Isaiah was a 
prophet. John was a prophet. In Christ, God’s truth is revealed. Our needs, dreams, and 
expectations are filled for us with Jesus in our midst. The birth of Christ is our rebirth. 

GOD PROMISES THE LIGHT
Isaiah 9:2-7 and Luke 2:1-14 and John 8:12

In Isaiah, the hope of the people is that God will give them enlightenment and understanding. 
God’s Promise to the people is that He will give His people Light.
We see the fulfillment of God’s promise in Jesus’ birth. Jesus’ life is our enlightenment and our 
understanding of God and His plan for mankind. At Jesus’ birth a star appears to light the 
darkness of the night. Then, in John, Jesus says of himself, “I am the light of the world…” Jesus 
tells the people that if they keep their eyes focused on Him, they will not walk in the darkness 
but will have the light of life. In applying this to our present day, the same is true. If we keep our 
eyes on Jesus, He will be our light in the darkness of a sin-filled world. He can keep us on the 
right track of a godly life if we will just follow Him and His example.
Covenants are contracts. God gives us His son, the light of the world. God grants us 
enlightenment and understanding. Our part of this contract is to be His light in the world; to live 
lives filled with His light, and to tell others about the Light.
How are we, the body of Christ, to function as the light for the world? We set an example, 
hopefully a better example, for the world to see. For every follower of Jesus, there is someone 
who looks at him or her and tries to follow that person. We cannot claim to belong to Christ and 
then tell others not to follow us. When we take our first step in following Christ, we become a 
leader for someone who is watching us, and so on. For example, the angels told the shepherds 
about the birth of Jesus. Then the shepherds became the source of announcement of the birth 
after that – God’s message went from the angels then to the shepherds and was then passed on 
from person to person. So watch your example, you may not even realize that God is using you 
as a leader for others. If you stumble, then a whole line of people that you might not even be 
aware of might stumble. This does not mean that we will be perfect. We will stumble, and this is 
the importance of our public confession of our sins in our worship service—when we are 
vulnerable and our sins are exposed and we confess those sins, people see and learn from that.
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GOD PROMISES HIS WORD WILL STAND FOREVER
Isaiah 40: 11; John 1: 6-8, 19-28

In the time of Isaiah the Israelites were just coming out of captivity and returning to a city in 
ruins. They were distraught and looking to God for consolation and provision. God tells us that 
the word of God will stand forever. The permanency of God is offered to comfort the people. 
God says the people will be fed, gathered, carried and gently led.
God requires of us that we proclaim Him, bear witness to Him, and show Him to others. This is 
our part of the covenant. Our reward? Emmanuel, God is with us. God is with us in the flesh 
through His son Jesus. In Jesus, God shows us Himself in a form we can understand.
This passage in John really lays out the theology of the New Testament. God is eternal. The 
Word was and is and will be. Jesus is not some mystical fulfillment of a prophet’s gaze into a 
crystal ball. Jesus existed before anything else. He has always been alive and is Himself God. He 
created everything; nothing exists that He did not make. God presents Himself to us. He gives us 
life and then gave us Himself in the flesh as Jesus, and Jesus’ life becomes the light of all people. 
We accept Jesus as Christ, as the Messiah and we become the children of God. We become God’s 
presence in the world of darkness and sin. We agree to show God to others, by telling His story, 
by testifying to His power and by living our lives in ways that demonstrate His presence, His 
light in the world.
Christmas is every day. We will teach our children that they have already received everything 
they need to live the life God wants them to. Christmas is the celebration of receiving the gift of 
Christ, and the expectation that we will actively be doing God’s work. We need to remember that 
the birth of Christ is our rebirth. We should feel empowered by Christmas. Christ was born in 
history, and Christ is reborn in our midst again and again. The old covenant leads into the new 
covenant, pulls all that was past into the present. The new covenant is Jesus. God was, is and will 
be. His truth was, is and will be. God is faithful enough to give us this gift. Are we faithful 
enough to accept it and carry it? Are we clinging so tightly to the gifts of God from the past that 
we can’t open our hands to receive the gifts that God has for us now?

Kids should know that:

-Jesus existed before anything else. He has always been alive and is Himself, God. He created 
everything; nothing exists that He did not make.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without Him not one thing 
came into being. (John 1: 1-4)

-God’s light is more powerful than any darkness or evil that exists.

What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. (John 1:5)
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-God became man to make known how we might live the life God created us for.

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness - on them light has shined. (Isaiah 9:2)

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6)

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. (John 1: 6-9)

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of 
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me’”From his 
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son who is 
close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
(John 1: 14-18)

-Jesus acknowledged Himself to be God’s son, the light of the world.

Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)

-We can become children of God by accepting Jesus as the Son of God

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. (John 1: 10-13)

-When we accept Christ, we become God’s light in the world. By the way we live our lives, we 
show God’s presence, power, and truth to others. 

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp 
puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father in heaven. 
(Matt. 5: 14-16)
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